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I am smiling—please join me!

Our membership has 
increased, our revenue as well, 
and we will be offering a record 
49 courses in the fall.

This has been a very successful 
year: membership is at 354, 
including 42 new members. 
Many thanks to those of you 
who have so generously made 
donations to Explorers. There 
is a list in this edition of the 
Compass.

So many of you have made 
a special effort to express your 
pleasure with the spring semester 
classes and coffees. Thank you–I 
cannot tell you how good that 
makes us feel. 

Jeanne Louizos
President’s Column

DAY TRIPPING INTO HISTORY, ART, 
AND NATURE

continued on page 2

By Don Tritschler
Summer is finally here, but alas, we’ve no more classes. Still, we have our 

intersession lectures to keep our brains alive. Another way to keep active is to 
visit the wealth of places nearby—they offer new ideas, new experiences.

I look forward, for instance, to visiting the deCordova Sculpture Park and 
Museum in Lincoln. As you wander through the lovely 30-acre park, you 
can view more than 60 exhibits of contemporary sculptures by yourself or on 
a tour. These large-scale works by nationally and internationally recognized 
artists are constantly changing, since the majority of them are on loan to the 
museum. The open-air lectures about some of them offer additional learning 
opportunities.

The ambiance of a natural setting is one of the attractions. Staff even 
maintain a Shakespeare Garden of all the herbs mentioned in the bard’s plays. 
The facility also has an indoor museum to visit. The deCordova is clearly 
dedicated to learning about art of our times. In addition to snowshoe tours, 
yoga in the park, nature tours, and curator and artist conversations, there are 
many special talks.

To drive the 28 miles from Salem, you exit I-95 south for 28 West, Trapelo 
Road. It’s three miles to the center of Lincoln, and when you see the library on 
your right, Sandy Point Road is straight ahead. The deCordova is at number 51, 
on your right. 

This area of our state has several other points of interest. Readers of Henry 
David Thoreau especially will enjoy visiting Walden Pond, which is only eight 
minutes and 2.6 miles away. You turn right out of the deCordova onto Sandy 
Point Road, left onto Baker Bridge Road, and right onto Concord Road/route 
126 North.

After communing with Thoreau, or swimming from the beach, you’re only 
two miles (6 minutes) from the historic Concord Battle Ground and Museum. 
To get there, you continue north on route 126 to Concord. A right turn 
onto Heywood Street and a quick left onto Lexington Road takes you into 
Monument Square, where you turn right for 62W/Monument Street. The Battle 
Ground is .4 miles away on the left, with parking on the right.

A broad path leads to the famous North Bridge, which spans the Concord 
River. There you will see two graves of British soldiers; a third was buried in 
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The fall 2017 catalogue will be 
mailed at the beginning of July. 
We are offering 49 courses and 6 
Friday coffees. I promise that you 
will be delighted!

The summer Intersession 
schedule will be mailed during 
the first week of June. Lectures 
will be held every Monday and 
Wednesday morning during July 
and August beginning on July 
10.

As of July 1, Explorers will 
have a new slate of officers. 
Please welcome: Pat Franklin, 
President; Joan Tobin,  
Vice President; Jeanne Louizos, 
Immediate Past President; Helen 
MacLaughlin, Treasurer; Claire 
Crosby, Secretary; and At 
Large Members: Linda Andros, 
Norton Halber, Gay Porter, 
and Carol Damon. 

Have a great summer.

Jeanne

President (continued)
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Concord Center at Monument Street. On the other side of the bridge, 
toward the Battle Ground, stands Daniel Chester French’s statue of a 
Minuteman standing beside his plow, about to pick up his musket and 
oppose the British. Past the statue is the battlefield, where the high 
ground was held by the militiamen, and on the far side of it is a museum 
worth visiting.

Back on the other side of the Concord River again is Ralph Waldo 
Emerson’s home, adjacent, on the right—The Old Manse. Our Claire 
Keyes has written a fine, tender poem about the message Ellen Tucker 
Emerson scratched on one of its windowpanes while her husband was 
away.

Since Concord was the center of the great Transcendental movement of American writers in the mid-19th-Century, 
you may want to visit Authors’ Ridge in Sleepy Hollow Cemetery, where Thoreau, Emerson, Nathaniel Hawthorne, and 
Louisa May Alcott are all interred. The drive back through Lexington to Salem is 28 miles.

There is so much to see and learn on this excursion that you might want to save some of it for another time or return 
for a closer look at one or more places of interest.

DAY TRIPPING INTO HISTORY, ART, AND NATURE (continued)

LIFE ALBUM 
By Betsy Morris

The other day I came upon a photo album that had concealed itself behind 
other books in the living room bookcase. It’s an album I put together for my 
husband in 2012 on the occasion of our 50th anniversary.

The picture on the cover is Monty gleefully and gently feeding me a piece of 
wedding cake. “It all started on November 22, 1962,” says the headline. Each 
double-page spread celebrates a year: 1963 - first trip to Europe; 1964 - friends 
in Greenwich Village and first ski house in Vermont; 1965 - first real house in 
upstate New York. Photos of Monty’s mother and mine, cherished aunts, uncles, 
siblings, cousins, and friends. The follies of youth–inappropriate cars, toys, 
clothes. 

Then the miracle of children: 1965 - Tommy; 1966 - Peter; 1969 - Chrissy. 
Babies in arms, in bubble baths, in christening dresses. Toddlers and small 
children in the snow, at the beach, in Halloween costumes, and dressed up 
for birthday parties. Teenagers in their own inappropriate clothes with their 
own inappropriate toys. Family weddings, graduations, trips, and holidays. 
Someone’s on a boat, someone’s horseback riding, someone’s skiing. I’m 
awkwardly learning to windsurf; Monty’s building a boat.

What an extraordinary life. How amazingly lucky I have been and still am. 
The album neglects to remember the ugly and the painful. No stinky diapers, 
no dreaded calls in the night. Nothing here to remind me of the constant terror 
of having three teenagers and their friends whirling through the house. Not a 
mention of bills longing to be paid, gardens needing to be weeded, another meal 
to pull out of my imagination from a depleted refrigerator. Wonderful photos of 
loved ones now dead; they’re smiling, I’m smiling. Nothing in this album about 
grief, longing, or loneliness.



This album is not only a memory, it also reflects my 
true memory. For the most part I remember the wonder 
of my life. As I think about those who have died, I recall 
times together–often hilarious times, certainly loving 
times. With one treasured loved one, now dead, I rehash 
nearly-forgotten incidents again and again, always finding 
new understanding. With another I could argue politics 
until we were on the verge of massacre (then a hug, kiss, 
and laugh). It’s not another’s slow death I recall, but the 
time we went shopping for a mattress and scandalized the 
salesmen.

I look around a classroom at Explorers and know 
that my friends here have also had tragedies: a spouse 
dying too early, loss of mobility, dementia, long-distance 
children, a terrifying diagnosis, difficult financial choices, 
estrangement from a best friend. And I wonder: do they 
too have an album? Theirs might be a hold-in-your-hand 
album, like mine; or, it might be an imaginary album 
of memories and the recollected images that illustrate 
those precious remembrances. Is theirs as happy and life-
fulfilling as mine? I hope so, because I absolutely believe 
that optimism outdoes pessimism and that optimism 
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LEARNING AT OUR AGE 
By Don Tritschle

Road Scholar reports that some lifelong learning institutes are adding distance learning to their programs. That is, they 
offer some of their courses electronically. The Worcester Institute for Senior Education started with only a few students, 
so they could find the best delivery system for their own courses.

Other learning resources outside of LLIs are available, too. TED talks give a deeper understanding of the world. In 
addition, there is TED Ed, which offers a selection of lessons and gives educators a platform to create and share lessons. 
They broadcast from http://ed.ted.com/. 

PBS video gives users access to its in-depth documentaries free of charge online: http://www.pbs.org/video/. 

Open Culture links to thousands of free online courses from the world’s leading universities: http://www.openculture.
com/freeonlinecourses.

Virtual Museum has a collection of more than 300 tours, exhibits and tutorials about U.S. museums free of charge: 
http://www.virtualfreesites.com/museums.museums.html.

Another type of connection is the active discussion board at the LII Resource Network at Road Scholar, where you 
can share your questions or ideas on LLI topics. Two of the latest posts for discussion are about Volunteers and about 
Intergenerational Learning. In February RS posted a Fundraising entry on its Discussion Board so LLIs can share their 
ideas.

In its monthly newsletters, RS is also starting discussions of “aging adventurously” by inviting you to submit an article 
about members, instructors, or volunteers who defy stereotypes and challenge themselves to #AgeAdventurously. The RS 
April newsletter posted one 79-year-old’s adventures as a freshman at Rutger’s University. You can send your adventure 
to network@roadscholar.org. Be sure to include your full name, title, institutional affiliation, and contact information 
(including email address and phone number), along with one or two sentences about yourself (optional). They look 
forward to hearing from you.

The April newsletter also posted “Embracing Your Bonus Years #AgeAdventurously”: Dorian Mintzer talks about the 
longevity revolution—the bonus years.

is nurtured, not from looking forward into our future 
but looking backwards at our past. That’s where we go 
to learn trust, self-confidence, and the knowledge that 
good trumps evil, and always will. That’s where we learn 
that the photo of Peter pooping in the pool at Miami’s 
Fontainebleau Hotel was not the tragedy we thought 
it was; in fact, it was the anecdote that made us laugh 
for fifty-plus sweet years. That’s when we look forward, 
optimistically, to more fun, more love, and more follies.
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the world. I and a college friend took advantage of this to 
spend several weeks in Europe. Her flight from Cleveland 
was a week before mine. Therefore, her return was a week 
before mine. (Got that?) So I flew to Amsterdam and then 
Paris to meet her. None of these flights were on jet planes. 

We were in Paris for Bastille Day where the crowds were 
so immense that we bought cardboard periscopes to be able 
to see the parade. (I referred to mine as a Pariscope.) Jets 
flew overhead trailing red, white, and blue smoke. There was 
much singing and celebrating into the night which ended 
with onion soup in a quaint bistro.

We rented a car and drove, taking ferries to England, 
Ireland, and Scotland and then to Norway, Sweden, 
Denmark. In northern Scandinavia, children (who learned 
English in school) were called on to translate for us. We 
definitely attracted attention there. Two young women in a 
car with French plates. Even more so when they discovered 
we were American and obviously not hippies. 

On the autobahn in Germany, we used our phrase book 
to order two milks. How surprised we were to have our order 
repeated in perfect English. We returned the car to Paris, 
and I flew to Amsterdam where I spent several days on my 
own!

I recently found the journal I kept on the trip. In it 
is a detailed description of something we were served in 
Switzerland that hadn’t reached Ohio yet. Beef fondue! We 
hadn’t expected plates of raw beef cubes. 

Best of all, we were able to explore Europe on $5.00 a day 
(pretty much!) not including rental car, gas, and souvenirs 
(Scottish wool sweaters and Marimekko fabric among them). 
We stayed in hostels and interesting private homes where 
we were well cared for. Our hostess in Ireland, for example, 
brought us bed warmers on a chilly night.

I REMINISCE  
By Suzanne Kiley

SETTING: A new garden-style apartment (with pool) 
in Dayton, Ohio 

TIME: The early 1960s

MAIN CHARACTERS: Two elementary school 
teachers, one chemist, one high school English teacher

SUPPORTING CAST: A variety of Air Force officers, 
2 pharmacists, one juice delivery company owner with 
a pet lion, several mature couples who served as house 
parents, one gay music teacher, one engineer

Note: My daughter does not believe the part about the 
lion cub, and there are no pictures, but it’s true!

ORGANIZATION

Each week, one of us would be responsible for grocery 
shopping and cooking. One would handle kitchen cleanup 
after meals. (We had a dishwasher.) One would drive the 
three of us teachers to our schools in the same suburb. 
One would have the week off. Because the chemist was 
not involved in the car pool arrangement, sometimes 
someone would be responsible for shopping, cooking, and 
driving. We had a cleaning woman who came every week! 
And it was quite safe to leave our door unlocked for her! I 
wish I could remember how much each of us contributed 
to food each week. It wasn’t much, but we ate well. On 
weekends, we had a large brunch, but we were on our own 
for dinner Fridays and Saturdays. If we didn’t have dates 
that provided dinner, (Dinner and dancing clubs were 
popular!) we would have take-out.

SETTING

Dayton had much to offer. It was a very accessible small 
city with an art museum and theaters. And shopping. We 
would go into the city wearing hats, heels, and gloves and 
be waited on in department stores. When the first mall 
opened in our area, we were startled by the difference. 
We could shop wearing jeans and, of course, select 
merchandise ourselves. 

Close by, there were hiking trails. That part of Ohio 
is not entirely flat, but it’s laughable that we belonged 
to a ski club which was mainly social with perhaps a ski 
weekend in Michigan. And we took riding lessons. And 
spent a day at the Kentucky Derby.

TRAVEL

As part of the Defense Education Act, inexpensive 
flights were available to encourage teachers to see more of 
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I feel so fortunate to have had these experiences at a 
much safer time. We definitely talked to strangers.

And about that lion cub: At that time, there were race 
riots in South Dayton. My roommates went with the 
lion’s owner (and the lion) in his orange juice truck to 
check out the riots. (They weren’t allowed to get too close, 
but imagine if the officer had looked inside that van.) I, 
wisely, stayed home and graded papers.

DOMESTIC TRAVEL

One Christmas was spent in NYC enjoying the 
displays, ice skating at Rockefeller Center, seeing The 
Nutcracker, and experiencing New Year’s Eve in Times 
Square and a service in a cathedral.

Then there was an Easter adventure in DC. We drove, 
starting after school on Friday. We made a slight wrong 
turn in the mountains and eventually entered the city 
from the south. There was little time for sleeping. We 
were staying in a friend’s apartment in The Watergate! 
She was out of town, but she had arranged for two male 
friends to serve as tour guides. They arrived on Saturday 
morning, and we were off to explore. The day ended with 
dinner and dancing at. . . .another officers’ club. The next 
morning, we explored a bit more, and then started the 
drive back in the afternoon. (Why we didn’t have more 
time, I don’t know! Spring break must have been at a 
different time that year.) We arrived back in Dayton with 
just time to shower and change for OFF TO SCHOOL. 
There I learned that the superintendent’s son would be 
observing my classes that day. I wish I had explained to 
him why I might not have been at my best.

One summer, we rented a cottage on the Massachusetts 
north shore coast which led to my decision to move here. 
My Dayton roommates were going in different directions, 
one to teach in an overseas dependents’ school; one to 
marry. So, bravely, with my Airedale terrier, I set off.

When I look back at this decade, I’m amazed at how 
busy it was. In fact, at times, a bit too busy. One week, 
it was my turn to cook and drive. It was also the end 
of a grading period, so I had my meticulous system to 
work through. And a boyfriend (who had his own plane) 
was in town on business. One morning, I woke up with 
strange zigzag lines across the sight in one eye. Of course, 
I went to school anyway! But, as the morning went on, 
it got worse. So I ended up in the hospital being tested 
for having a stroke. They did a spinal tap which led to a 
diagnosis of stress migraine, but it left me with a severe 
case of vertigo that lasted for several days.

I’m revisiting all this because of a song!

By Don Tritschler
The number of our active members who responded to 

Road Scholar’s 2nd biennial survey was 115, those not 
active, 33, and others on the mailing list, 61, totaling 209. 
When asked if we were likely to recommend Explorers to 
others, on a scale of 1-10, there were 111 tens and nines, 
22 eights and sevens, and eight of them rated us six down 
to three.

Road Scholar notes that Bain Consulting developed a 
widely used method to analyze such ratings. The number 
of respondents who rate a good or service with a 9 or 10 
score are “Promoters” and likely to say positive things; 
those who rate it 7 or 8 are “Passives,” a neutral stance; 
and 1-6 respondents are “Detractors” and likely to say 
negative things. To calculate Explorers’ score, you subtract 
the percentage of Detractors (5.7%) from the percentage 
of Promoters (78.7%) for our score of 73. The total 
score of LLIs nationally (q.v.) is 78. Scores above 60 are 
considered outstanding.

I prefer the list of reasons we gave for recommending 
Explorers to others (also q.v.). First on the list of 129 
answers (80 skipped) was the last one to arrive (1/5/17): 
“I love it.” Another wrote that Explorers “has it all, 
intellectually stimulating classes and topics and a 
comfortable setting to interact with others.” The most 
frequent comments were about the variety and selection of 
courses. One said, “Most of the courses I have taken have 
been informative and fun.” Another spoke of enjoying 
“the course content and the knowledge of other students.” 
Still, one spoke of “not enough challenging courses.” 
Yet another spoke of “fun, learn new things, meet new 
people, keep the brain sharp.” One noted “great teachers 
willing to listen and learn themselves.”

Among other quotes was, “It is my most favorite place 
and it has been for the past 20 years, for spending time, 
be[ing] with interesting people and to enrich my life by 
always learning more.” Another said, “My husband and 
I have been in Explorers for about 24 years. We have 
made lifelong friends, which gave us a very complete 
social life.” Exceptions to such satisfaction were, “NON 
INTERESTING CLASSES” and “class selection needs 

THE ROAD SCHOLAR 
SURVEY FOR EXPLORERS
How Do Members Rate Us?



6 

Jane Casler

By Judy Selesnick
Jane Casler has been an Explorer for five years and, as 

a member of the Board of Trustees, is the Editor of the 
Compass and Chair of the Publicity Committee. 

She spent her earliest years in Boston but moved to 
Arlington when she was 10 years old. After graduating 
from Arlington High, Jane went to Simmons College 
where she majored in English and education, aspiring at 
that time to be a high school English teacher. She then 
moved on to grad school to study English literature at the 
University of Wisconsin. Toward the end of grad school, 
she applied to the Peace Corps. But when she hadn’t 
heard back within her personal timeframe, she decided 
to take a job in the publishing industry as an advertising 
copywriter, and then she moved up to manager of 
advertising and promotion @ DC Heath. (Right after 
she started her first job, Jane was accepted to the Peace 
Corps to teach English in Fiji, but she had to honor her 

EXPLORERS MEMBER 
PROFILE: JANE CASLER

more diversification.” And, “Some classes I took last 
Spring (2016) were disappointing, BUT ALL 3 courses I 
took this fall, 2016 were tops.”

And there’s mention of other attractions: “I learn a 
lot from the subjects we study. We have over 80 courses 
a year, which are divided among fall and spring terms. 
There are always more that interest me than the course 
limit we are allowed to take. We also have Friday 
Morning Coffees, which feature excellent speakers on 
subjects of interest to me. During the winter and summer, 
when no classes are scheduled, we have one or two 
speakers almost every week, and these sessions are open to 
nonmembers, as are the coffees.”

Others summarized the value of Explorers with such 
comments as “Explorers allows one to learn in a social 
environment, help run the organization if you wish, 
teach if you wish, and make friends. You can enrich your 
retirement.” Or “I enjoy the classes that I teach and the 
classes that I take, and I enjoy the camaraderie.”

Other parts of the survey cover such data as length 
of membership, length of commuting to Explorers, the 
roles members assume, and their interest in trips. To fully 
know what’s in the survey and compare ours with other 
LLIs around the country, you can consult the booklet on 
the table under our art wall.

THE ROAD SCHOLAR SURVEY FOR 
EXPLORERS(continued)

professional commitment. Interestingly, years later, her 
son Charley served as a Peace Corps volunteer in Africa.) 

After a decade in publishing, Jane moved to the 
high-tech industry and became the marketing and 
communications manager at an environmental consulting 
firm. Later, she was recruited to head up marketing and 
communications at a new start-up company, PictureTel, 
which developed the first videophone on the market.  

A few years later, as the mother of two young children, 
a son and a daughter, Jane felt that her professional life 
had became too time-consuming, so she decided to 
spend more time with her children by freelancing. She 
established Washington Square Communications and 
was able to work from home for the next ten years. She 
was fortunate that her two largest clients were former 
employers. In the late 1990s after her children were 
older, Jane returned to the corporate setting as Corporate 
Communications Manager at Copyright Clearance 
Center and retired a few years later.

A year into retirement, Jane “got restless.” She felt the 
need try something new and fun. So she “pushed the 
envelope” and became a trolley conductor for Old Town 
Trolley Tours in Boston. It was an exciting new challenge 
that she enjoyed very much--full time for two years and 
then part time for the next four.

After her son graduated college, both Jane and her 
husband retired for good. As avid skiers, they have 
traveled extensively and skied in Austria, Germany, 
Switzerland, Italy, and other areas. To date they’ve visited 
most Western European countries and hope to tour 
Eastern Europe in the fall. Jane’s bucket list also includes 
a trip to China. 
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Having joined Explorers for the intellectual and 
social stimulation, Jane has been quite happy with her 
choice of classes. She looks forward to more lifelong 
learning, expanding her social circles, and delving into 
politics. A very devoted “Bernie” supporter, she currently 
serves as Secretary of the Marblehead Democratic 
Town Committee, and will be a delegate to the State 
Democratic Convention in June. Jane is a member of 
several grassroots organizations as well.

Although traveling, politics, and editing the Compass 
take up a lot of Jane’s time, she is most looking forward to 
becoming a grandmother later this year. She’s hoping for 
the new baby to be born on her birthday!!! 

Spano, I learned about an App called Speedtest 
which is used to measure WiFi speeds. Using this App 
I could measure WiFi speeds and learn more about the 
problem. At times I measured speeds of 6.5Mbps, and the 
WiFi worked fine. Other times it was down at 2Mbps, 
and there were problems. One time, with no other 
Explorer users, I could see the Internet signal strength 
for us and others in the building increase and decrease; 
concomitantly our download speed would increase or 
decrease. So the time had come to make a change. On 
Oct 13th, Explorers converted to cable service with a 
rated 50Mbps internet download speed. Measurements 
showed speeds had increased about a factor of eight, and 
not surprisingly the complaints disappeared. Voila!!

Of course we are Explorers, and we need to know 
more. The unit Mbps is an abbreviation for megabits per 
second. However, file sizes are measured in Bytes. So if we 
have a 10 Meg file, we really mean 10 Megabytes. With 
help from Professor Google, I learned that 8 bits make 

THANK YOU! 
Recent 2017 donations have been received from: 
Mary Ann Kent (fridge donation)  
Carol Damon 
Rosemary Broadbent 
Ellen Lahlum
Nancy Winter
Phyllis Turner 
Allyan Rivera 
Pat Franklin 
Judy Selesnick 
Margaret Armenian
Ann Buchan
Joanne Brine
Francis Fardy
Linda Andros
Stan Franzeen
Emmy Cutler
Deborah Sudenfield 
Carol Damon  
Ann Buchanan 
Remembrance Fund Contributors*
Earl and Sylvia Garber in memory of Lee Cimini 
Earl and Sylvia Garber in Memory of Mary Nazzaro
Donald Tritschler in memory of DeWayne Whitehead-
Merrily Glosband in memory of Freddy Phillips

AN INTERVIEW WITH 
MAATJE LAURENZO 
REMEMBERING THE NAZI 
OCCUPATION
By Linda Weltner

When I offered an Explorers course on Dutch resistance 
during World War II, I did not expect one of my students to 
have lived through the very experiences I was describing.

Maatje Laurenzo was celebrating her 5th birthday on 
the very day the Germans marched into her hometown of 
Ymuiden in the Netherlands. As she stood with her father, 
a baker, watching the soldiers march down the street, she 
recalls her thoughts at the time: I wonder what presents I’ll 
get at my party. 

She and her family were moved out of their apartment as 
all the houses in her neighborhood were flattened to make 
room for German defensive battlements. The German fleet 
had moved into the Ymuiden harbor and she and her brother 
Piet were allowed to walk around the huge U-boat bunker 
undisturbed because of their young age. Once, they were 

even allowed inside. One day, 
Maatje, crying for her mother, 
watched Allied bombs fall 
all around the bunker. Even 
though the bombs missed 
their target, her older brother 
was jubilant.

When food became scarce, 
she and her brother would 
walk down to the Nazi 
barracks and receive biscuits 

from the soldiers. “I would eat them and not bring them 
home. I never told my parents.” She reflects, “Hunger creates 
anger and selfishness.”

Maatje remembers the humming sound of hundreds 
of planes flying overhead, screaming sirens, the rumble of 
exploding bombs, nightly blackouts, using kerosene lamps 
when there was no electricity, and eating tulip bulbs when 

Maatje Laurenzo
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AN INTERVIEW WITH MAATJE LAURENZO 
REMEMBERING THE NAZI OCCUPATION
(continued)

there was no food. “They weren’t nutritious, just filling. My mother would warm 
the bulbs on the top of the stove until the inside part melted. They had no taste. It 
was totally flat.”

She remembers Jewish mothers, wearing a yellow star, coming to their house and 
asking her mother if the family would take their babies until the end of the war in 
return for money or jewelry. She did not understand at the time why her mother 
refused, but her brother Kees was hiding in their house, avoiding conscription into 
the work force in Germany. He would exit through the attic and hide on the roof 
whenever soldiers came to the house. A friend, also on the run, joined the family for 
almost half a year. Their presence meant that the family would have been sent to a 
concentration camp if they had been caught. “I was angry at my mother,” Maatje 
says, and it wasn’t until much later that Maatje realized the danger that a baby in 
the house might have brought. 

She remembers the Gestapo pulling off her blankets during searches, but 
they never found the forbidden radio, which was hidden under her mattress. It 
enabled the family to listen to Free Dutch Radio in the evenings and keep track 
of the Allied movements on a map. Her oldest brother, Bob, had been active in 
the resistance, helping Jews escape Holland by fishing boat. He was picked up on 
a train by the Nazis and died in Buchenwald. Her brother Daan, who was also 
captured on a train, was sent to Germany as a worker and returned emaciated, but 
he survived the war. He married, had children, and lived to be 93. 

“My parents always presented a calm exterior,” Maatje reports. “They tried to 
reassure me by seeming in total control.” Maatje met her husband-to-be, a refugee 
from Indonesia serving in the Dutch navy, when she was 26. They moved to the 
United States in 1961, where Maatje, after learning English and obtaining her 
GED, became a nurse. Nardi, a welder, worked for GE in Lynn before he started 
his own welding business. 

Her oldest 
brother, Bob, 

had been 
active in the 

resistance, 
helping Jews 

escape Holland 
by fishing boat. 
He was picked 

up on a train 
by the Nazis 
and died in 

Buchenwald.

2017 RECEPTION FOR CLASS LEADERS
By Judy Selesnick

Recently, for the third year in a row, the Board of 
Trustees and Curriculum Committee honored our 
Explorers Class Leaders at a late-afternoon gathering. The 
purpose of the event was to thank both the internal and 
external leaders for their valuable contributions to the 
Explorers membership experience. Their classes provide 
both intellectual and social experiences for Explorers.

More than 35 Class Leaders attended. After being 
introduced, they spoke a bit about themselves, their 
classes, and why they are a part of the Explorers 
organization. They described either the class(es) they 
taught this year, or what they will teach in the upcoming 
year, or both!! This event gave them the opportunity to 
meet each other, mingle, exchange ideas, and discuss their 
classes with each other.

The generosity of Board and Curriculum Committee 
members for providing hors d’oeuvres and desserts and 
Kappy’s for providing wine (as they have for the past two 
years) was greatly appreciated.

Again, a big THANK YOU to our Class Leaders for 
their work in stimulating the educational, intellectual, 
and social aspects of 330+ Explorers members.
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Monday, July 10—The Great Total Solar Eclipse 
of August 21, 2017 – In a total solar eclipse, you can 
observe the entire sun covered by the moon. On August 
21, a solar eclipse will cross the USA, for the first time in 
100 years, moving from Oregon to South Carolina in 1.5 
hours. MIT Emeritus Professor Hale Bradt, a long-time 
eclipse enthusiast, shows us what all the excitement is 
about. 
 
Wednesday, July 12—Tips to Avoid Scams, 
Frauds, and Identity Theft – With all the 
unsolicited phone calls, Internet scams and junk mail 
in today’s world, it is becoming increasingly difficult 
to avoid being pulled into a scam. Join Cindy Matloff, 
Executive Director of Consumers Empowered, Inc., a 
nonprofit committed to promoting consumer literacy, 
as she explains how to protect yourself from identity 
theft and fraud and spot the tricks that scammers and 
cyber criminals use to trap you. She provides a list of 
organizations to contact for help. 
 
Monday, July 17—North Shore Community 
Action Programs (NSCAP) - Laura MacNeil is the 
Executive Director of North Shore Community Action 
Programs. Today she tells us how NSCAP provides social 
services that enable low-income families and individuals 
to obtain the skills and knowledge they need to become 
economically self-sufficient, civically engaged, and to live 
with dignity and decency. Their programs and services 
include Education and Training, Economic Stabilization, 
Housing and Homelessness Prevention, Energy Services, 
and Home Care. 
 
Wednesday, July 19—Bullets, Bombs, and 
Believers: Terrorism 101 – Randall H. Miller is an 
adjunct professor and author of Wrong Town: A Mark 
Landry Novel (A top 10 Amazon best-selling terrorism 
thriller in the U.S., U.K., Canada, & Australia). 
Government and the media warn us that attacks are being 
plotted against our mainland from within and outside 
the United States. Today we learn about the nature of this 
threat and steps everyone can take to mitigate risk and 
save lives. 
 

Monday, July 24 at 9:30 AM—Explorers Morning 
at Cinema Salem – Today we visit Cinema Salem in 
the Museum Place Mall. Cinema Salem offers a diversity 
of movies including foreign films. We are scheduled to 
watch the movie “Dunkirk.” Plan to arrive at the theater 
at about 9:15 AM. The cost of admission is five dollars. 
Wednesday, July 26—New Non-drug Treatments for 
Chronic Pain Syndromes – You or someone you care 
about may suffer from long-term nerve, muscle or joint 
pain. Today Certified Neuropathy Pain Specialist, Dr. 
Ellen Blomerth, describes simple, positive and natural 
ways to ease long-term pain without the risks of drugs and 
surgery. Learn about relieving pain through nutritional 
interventions, pain-relieving therapies, gentle forms of 
chiropractic care, exercises and relaxation techniques. 
 
Monday, July 31—Current Events. Explorer Frank 
Hawke moderates a lively discussion group examining 
local, national and international issues. Each participant 
is encouraged to bring articles or subjects of interest for 
discussion by the group. 
 
Wednesday, August 2—Every Quilt Has a Story – 
Today Explorers is transformed to better display Explorer 
Leah Allman’s award winning quilts. Her works have 
won many ribbons in local, national and international 
quilt shows. Each quilt represents a carefully researched 
subject like “Masada Mosaic,” “Mathematical Principles” 
or “Archeological Finds”. Many dutiful husbands who 
accompanied their spouses to Leah’s shows have been 
surprised at their enjoyment of her quilts. 
 

SUMMER INTERCESSION COURSES  
(10 AM TO NOON)
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REMEMBER: Remembrance Fund Contributions

When you donate, relevant individuals (spouses, etc.) are promptly informed 
of your thoughtfulness. Donations may also be made at the Explorers office. 
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Linda Weltner  
OFFICE MANAGER 
Dawn Plona

SSU Liaison: Connie Nielson

PRODUCTION
Salem State University 
Design Services
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Monday, August 7—U. S. Coast Guard Air Station Salem, 
Massachusetts: A Pictorial and Chronological History, 1935-1970 (book 
talk and signing) – Author and tour guide Bonnie Hurd Smith wrote her 
book using Nelson Dionne’s Salem History Collection. In words and pictures, 
we learn how the Coast Guard established the air station on Winter Island, 
patrolled the coast in search of German U-boats, and became the first U.S. 
Air-Sea Rescue Station on the Eastern Seaboard. Salem coastguardsmen bravely 
saved dozens of lives at sea while risking their own. Women reservists joined 
the station in 1943. 
 
Wednesday, August 9—Beverly and the Navy’s Origin – Beverly 
Historical Society members Fred Hammond and Frank Marcos tell us about 
the role Beverly harbor and surrounding areas played in naval action against 
the British during the American Revolution. They compare the claims of 
Beverly and Marblehead to be the real birthplace of the American Navy.  
 
Monday, August 14—Medications: What You Need to Know as You 
Get Older – For 31 years, Dan Newberg was Director of Pharmacy at Beverly 
Hospital. Because of his extensive experience with the effects of medicines on 
older people, he has given presentations to nurses, physicians and community 
groups. It is important that medical professionals and lay people better 
understand that medicines affect seniors differently than young people. Don’t 
miss this presentation aimed at us. 
 
Wednesday, August 16—Experiences and Insights from a 2016 Trip 
to Cuba – Find out what Cuba looks like today. Explorer Ruth Harkness 
describes her trip to Cuba in 2016. Explorer Allyan Rivera provides historical 
contrast by sharing observations from her childhood in Cuba before, during, 
and after Fidel Castro’s revolution.

BRING A  
FRIEND!
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